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To: Promotion & Tenure  Committee
From: Daniel F.  Benonis, PhD, MT-BC, LPC
I am writing to formally apply for tenure at Immaculata University. My relationship with this institution began in 2010 as an undergraduate student in the music therapy program, followed by graduate studies that deepened my passion for the field. Soon after completing my master’s degree, I was honored to join the faculty as an instructor and clinical coordinator—fulfilling a lifelong goal of contributing to the program that shaped my professional identity as a music therapist and counselor. As I begin my eighth year as a faculty member, I reflect below on how I have remained steadfast in my commitment to the mission of Immaculata through excellence in teaching, scholarship, and service.
Teaching and Student Engagement
I have prioritized creating meaningful, experiential learning opportunities for our students. My teaching includes a diverse range of courses, such as Psychology of Music, Verbal Skills for Music Therapists, Music Therapy Research, Songs in Psychotherapy, and all practicum and internship supervision courses. One of my most significant contributions was the development of Immaculata’s on-campus Music Therapy and Wellness Clinic. This initiative not only serves local organizations supporting adults with developmental disabilities but also provides students with invaluable hands-on clinical training. Additionally, I actively support undergraduate research by mentoring students who present annually at Posters Under the Dome, ensuring that research is integrated into their academic experience. These efforts reflect my dedication to student success and to fostering an environment of academic rigor and professional growth.
Scholarship and Interdisciplinary Collaboration
My scholarly work has focused on advancing music therapy practice through research and collaboration. In 2019, I partnered with the Exercise Science program to secure a mini-grant for an interdisciplinary project, GetFIT with Music, which examined the impact of combining physical exercise and music interventions for individuals with intellectual disabilities. This research not only provided data to support innovative therapeutic practices but also created opportunities for students to engage in collaborative research. My pursuit of a Ph.D. in Music Therapy at Temple University further demonstrates my commitment to scholarly excellence, and I am currently advancing my academic expertise through a Master’s in Higher Education to strengthen my leadership in program development and pedagogy.
Service and Leadership
Service to the University and community has been a cornerstone of my professional journey. In addition to directing the Music Therapy Clinic and maintaining clinical partnerships, I have actively contributed as a long-standing member of the Research Ethics Review Board, ensuring the integrity of scholarly activity within our community. I also serve on the Honors Committee, where I support the planning and execution of the annual Honors Symposium, further promoting student achievement and academic excellence. Beyond campus, I have taught as an adjunct faculty member at institutions such as St. Joseph’s University and Moravian University. These roles not only allowed me to expand my teaching impact but also facilitated the creation of formal pathways and partnerships that provide a seamless transition for their undergraduate students into our master’s programs at Immaculata. This collaborative effort strengthens enrollment and enhances Immaculata’s visibility and reputation in the field of music therapy education.
In Closing
Immaculata University has profoundly shaped my personal and professional growth, and I remain deeply committed to giving back to the institution that has given me so much. My passion for teaching, research, and service drives my desire to continue contributing to the success of our students and the advancement of our program. It is with great respect and enthusiasm that I request consideration for tenure.
Thank you for your time and thoughtful review of my application.
Sincerely,

Sincerely,

Daniel F. Benonis, PhD, MT-BC, LPC 
Assistant Professor | Director of Clinical Training | Clinic Manager.                                                                                                                   Immaculata University | IU Music Therapy & Wellness Center                dbenonis@immaculata.edu                                                                                                      (610)647-4400 ext.(3159)
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